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I heard rapid steps along the passage ; Mr, B-----,

the owner of "the house, entered with an apologetic
smile. " I am afraid that there has been a mistake,

sir," he said.   " Mr. A------is not dead, as the servant

informed you ; it is the gentleman who lives on the
floor above, who has been an invalid for some time,
who is dead; the servant is new to the place, and
has made a confusion ; we only had a wire a few

minutes ago.   Mr. A------is perfectly well, and will

bfein in a few minutes if you will wait"

I waited, in a strange revulsion of spirit; but
the most singular thing is that the crowded table,
which had been a few minutes before the most
pathetic thing in the world, had become by the

time that A------entered smiling, as irritating and

annoying as ever; changed from the poor table
where his earthly litter had accumulated, which
he could touch no more for ever, into the table
which he ought to have put straight long ago
and should be ashamed of leaving in so vile a
condition.